Anti-idiotype modulation of the in vitro immune response to hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) following remote infection by hepatitis B virus in man.
An antigen-inhibitable Ab-2 that exhibits internal image activity will selectively stimulate the in vitro production of anti-HBs in individuals with remotely established immunity to hepatitis B virus. This response is seen (1) in the absence of a polyconal increase in total IgG, (2) with the F(ab')2 component of the Ab-2, (3) in cultures depleted of T-cells, and (4) in the absence of stimulation by antigen. This observation demonstrates that the Ab-2-mediated stimulation of specific IgG production may be an important regulatory function in man.